


It is my pleasure to present to you this 2nd 
edition of “Shola – The Wonder Wood”.

The book documents the tradition of exquisite 
Shola craft of Bengal as it manifested itself in
a project of the German Consulate General in 
Kolkata in 2019. Still under the leadership of 
my predecessor, Dr. Michael Feiner, our goal 
was to contribute to the revival, restoration and 
revitalization of this distinguished art form.

With the climate crisis looming, it is ever so 
important to increase the use of natural 
renewable resources in a sustainable manner. 
Shola, seen as a substitute for ivory, can 
contribute to protecting the environment, this 
time as a material for decorations that are too 
often made from plastic and other artificial 
materials.

My thanks go to the German Federal Foreign 
Office for financing the project under its 
Cultural Preservation Programme, our project 
partner Contact Base (banglanatak dot com) 
and, last but not least, our own Susmita 
Mandal, without whom the project would not 
have been possible.

Manfred Auster
Consul General

www.kolkata.diplo.de
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